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Potential Gateways
The city of Chicago in conjunc-
tion with community members 
has published a comprehensive 
plan for the South Works site 
which includes the rerouting of 
state road 41 through the site as 
a major part of the redevelop-
ment.  The current and proposed 
routes are shown in this illustra-
tion along with the hypothetical 
gateways this change would 
make with the site.

Potential Nodes

Route 41

Route 41 Re-route

Major Transit
Corridors
Like previous analysis in this 
study, this illustration shows 
the influential east-west traffic 
corridors that will effect the de-
velopment scheme for the South 
Works site.  79th, 83rd and 
87th street will have the biggest 
influence, but 89th has potential 
as well in that it connects many 
major area parks.

Potential Transit Extensions

Open Space Linkages

Potential Waterfront Open 
Space and Trail Expansion

Views
The views of downtown, the Indi-
ana shoreline and along the Cal-
umet River are the most impor-
tant external views.  Views along 
the north and south slips, views 
of the site after the reroute of 41 
and views back toward the com-
munity are the major internal 
views of the site.

Wind
Wind in this area can be unpre-
dictable in that the lake creates 
problems in predicting wind 
direction which can change from 
hour to hour.  In general, cold 
winter winds come from the 
northwest to the northeast while 
cool summer winds come from 
the southwest.  Street and block 
design should take this into ac-
count in order to assure passive 
cooling during the summer and 
wind blocking during the winter.

Sun/Climate
Summer days tend to be hot 
and humid in this areas although 
the lake tends to offset the 
extremes.  Winter sunlight is 
critical in creating comfortable 
outside areas as well as maxi-
mizing winter solar gain.

87th street

89th street
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site features
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Lake front Open Space
Easement

120 acres

The city of Chicago is requiring 
a 300’ setback from the , harbor 
and Calumet River to extend the 
park space into the South Chi-
cago community and to establish 
connections with park and open 
space further south.

Residential/Mixed Use
Development

220 acres

The community has expressed a 
desire to expand housing oppor-
tunities into the northern half of 
the project site.  Requests have 
also been made for a variety of 
housing options including types 
and cost ranges to include low 
income, market based income 
and higher income households in 
order to foster a rich community 
atmosphere.  This area also has 
the opportunity to incorporate 
more mixed-use development to 
keep residents living and working 
in the area as well as providing 
them with daily services such as 
grocery and convenience stores 
directly within their neighbor-
hoods.

Industrial Development

203 acres

The creation of new employment 
opportunities has always been 
part of the community’s vision 
for the site.  The southern half 
of the site offers access to road, 
rail and water transportation and 
currently resides within the city’s 
Calumet Industrial Corridor.

Public Domain

30 acres

The community has requested 
the creation of a major public 
open space for community, re-
gional and city wide events and 
celebrations.  This area could 
serve as a southern bookend to 
the city’s  amenities with linkag-
es by land and water.  This area 
could also be the centerpiece 
for museums and other regional 
attractions.

Connections

Route 41 Reroute

n.t.s.

120
acres

160
acres

60
acres

18
acres

30
acres

79th street

83rd street
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Lake front Open Space
Easement

120 acres

The city of Chicago is requiring 
a 300’ setback from the , harbor 
and Calumet River to extend the 
park space into the South Chi-
cago community and to establish 
connections with park and open 
space further south.

Residential/Mixed Use
Development

220 acres

The community has expressed a 
desire to expand housing oppor-
tunities into the northern half of 
the project site.  Requests have 
also been made for a variety of 
housing options including types 
and cost ranges to include low 
income, market based income 
and higher income households in 
order to foster a rich community 
atmosphere.  This area also has 
the opportunity to incorporate 
more mixed-use development to 
keep residents living and working 
in the area as well as providing 
them with daily services such as 
grocery and convenience stores 
directly within their neighbor-
hoods.

Industrial Development

203 acres

The creation of new employment 
opportunities has always been 
part of the community’s vision 
for the site.  The southern half 
of the site offers access to road, 
rail and water transportation and 
currently resides within the city’s 
Calumet Industrial Corridor.

Public Domain

30 acres

The community has requested 
the creation of a major public 
open space for community, re-
gional and city wide events and 
celebrations.  This area could 
serve as a southern bookend to 
the city’s  amenities with linkag-
es by land and water.  This area 
could also be the centerpiece 
for museums and other regional 
attractions.

Connections

Route 41 Reroute

185
acres

18
acres

87th street

89th street

INVENTORY/ANALYSIS
land use restrictions
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1. Brandon Avenue
 Looking South

2. 83rd Street
 Looking East

40’

11’11’

9’

9’

10’ Fill 
Height

Severe Slope

Chain Link Fence/Short Retaining Wall

Single Family Housing

20’

Chain Link Fence/Tall Retaining Wall

New Elementary School

1.
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1. Brandon Avenue
 Looking South

2. 83rd Street
 Looking East

24’

8’ Fill 
Height

20’

2.

INVENTORY/ANALYSIS
edge conditions
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1. 87th Street
 Looking East

2. Sea Wall
 Looking south

55’

Chain Link Fence

Median

Single Family Housing

12’ 12’

Large Rock Sea Wall

Large Retaining Wall
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1. 87th Street
 Looking East

2. Sea Wall
 Looking south

12-15’
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edge conditions
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1. North Slip
 Looking West

190’

North Slip 190’ wide x 1/2+ mile long

Ore Walls 10’ thick x 25-30’ tall x 1/2 mile long

10’

30’’
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1. North Slip
 Looking West

INVENTORY/ANALYSIS
edge conditions
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d
 d

esires.
§ 

In
co

rp
o
rate a m

ajo
r p

u
b
lic o

p
en

 sp
ace th

at is cen
tered

 w
ith

in
 

th
e n

ew
 d

evelo
p
m

en
t an

d
 acts as its an

ch
o
r.

§ 
M

axim
ize lakefro

n
t access an

d
 its am

en
ities.

§ 
R
esp

o
n
d
 to

 th
e cu

rren
t m

ix o
f cu

ltu
res w

ith
in

 th
e co

m
m

u
n
ity, 

p
red

o
m

in
an

tly A
frican

-A
m

erican
 an

d
 H

isp
an

ic.

• 
S

u
p

p
o

rt n
e
w

 a
s w

e
ll a

s o
ld

 e
co

lo
g

ie
s.

o
 

M
in

im
ize en

viro
n
m

en
tal im

p
act o

f d
evelo

p
m

en
t.

§ 
C
reate areas o

f n
atu

ral h
ab

itat an
d
 th

e o
b
servatio

n
 o

f n
atu

re.
§ 

R
ed

u
ce su

rface p
arkin

g
 b

y b
u
ild

in
g
 p

arkin
g
 stru

ctu
res.

§ 
Pro

vid
e w

ater sto
rag

e areas to
 m

in
im

ize ru
n
o
ff fro

m
 d

evelo
p
ed

 
areas in

to
 th

e river an
d
 lake.

§ 
In

co
rp

o
rate ro

o
fto

p
 g

ard
en

s an
d
 g

reen
 tech

n
o
lo

g
ies as m

u
ch

 as 
p
o
ssib

le.
§ 

In
crease th

e site’s p
o
ten

tial as a n
atu

ral w
ild

life h
ab

itat.

o
 

M
axim

ize ed
u
catio

n
al o

p
p
o
rtu

n
ities w

ith
in

 th
e site.

§ 
Lan

d
fo

rm
 an

d
 o

th
er elem

en
ts sh

o
u
ld

 in
fo

rm
 th

e resid
en

t an
d
 

visito
r o

f its h
isto

rical an
d
 n

ew
 eco

lo
g
ies.

§ 
K
io

sks alo
n
g
 trails p

ro
vid

e in
fo

rm
atio

n
 ab

o
u
t so

cial an
d
 n

atu
ral 

eco
lo

g
ies.

• 
B

e
 a

b
le

 to
 re

sp
o

n
d

 to
 ch

a
n

g
e
s a

n
d

 g
ro

w
 o

v
e
r tim

e
.

o
 

A
llo

w
 th

e fram
ew

o
rk to

 b
e exp

an
d
ab

le an
d
 in

terch
an

g
in

g
.

§ 
B
lo

cks 
an

d
 
street 

p
attern

s 
sh

o
u
ld

 
b
e 

ab
le 

to
 
acco

m
m

o
d
ate 

ch
an

g
es in

 in
d
u
stry an

d
 resid

en
tial p

attern
s to

 su
p
p
o
rt fu

tu
re 

n
eed

s.
§ 

Lo
ts 

sh
o
u
ld

 
b
e 

ab
le 

to
 

b
e 

g
ro

u
p
ed

 
o
r 

d
isassem

b
led

 
to

 
acco

m
m

o
d
ate n

ew
 in

d
u
strial o

r resid
en

tial u
ses an

d
 sizes as 

d
em

an
d
 d

eterm
in

es.
o
 

Im
p
lem

en
t a p

lan
 th

at o
rg

an
izes th

e g
ro

w
th

 o
f th

e site in
 a reaso

n
ab

le 
tim

e-fram
e.

§ 
A
llo

w
 

th
e 

im
p
lem

en
tatio

n
 

p
lan

 
to

 
fi
rst 

acco
m

m
o
d
ate 

an
d
 

estab
lish

 
in

frastru
ctu

re 
an

d
 

allo
w

 
resid

en
tial, 

co
m

m
ercial, 

in
d
u
strial an

d
 o

p
en

 sp
ace areas to

 b
e im

p
lem

en
ted

 as co
st an

d
 

d
em

an
d
 d

eterm
in

e.

• 
C

o
n

n
e
ct th

e
 site

 to
 th

e
 la

rg
e
r re

g
io

n
 w

h
ile

 cre
a
tin

g
 it a

s a
 lo

cu
s fo

r th
e
 

co
m

m
u

n
ity

.
o
 

Lin
k existin

g
 n

etw
o
rk o

f resid
en

tial ro
ad

s an
d
 p

ed
estrian

 ro
u
tes to

 th
e 

site.§ 
E
stab

lish
 th

e re-ro
u
ted

 4
1
 as a co

m
m

u
n
ity co

rrid
o
r an

d
 tran

sit 
“sp

in
e.”

§ 
R
etain

 an
d
 exten

d
 th

e city g
rid

 in
to

 th
e site.

§ 
C
o
n
n
ect in

tern
al o

p
en

 sp
ace areas w

ith
 o

th
er S

o
u
th

 C
h
icag

o
 an

d
 

reg
io

n
al p

arks an
d
 o

p
en

 sp
aces.

§ 
E
n
h
an

ce 
m

ass 
tran

sit 
to

 
co

n
n
ect 

im
p
o
rtan

t 
areas 

o
f 

th
e 

co
m

m
u
n
ity to

 th
e site.

§ 
M

axim
ize p

ed
estrian

 an
d
 b

icycle safety an
d
 accessib

ility.

o
 

In
crease site ch

aracter th
ro

u
g
h
 lan

d
fo

rm
 en

h
an

cem
en

t an
d
 in

teg
ratio

n
 o

f 
th

e w
ater cycle an

d
 d

ep
en

d
en

t p
ro

cesses.
§ 

E
xcavated

 fi
ll m

aterials can
 b

e u
sed

 to
 resh

ap
e th

e lan
d
fo

rm
 

o
f th

e site to
 in

clu
d
e m

o
re d

ram
atic to

p
o
g
rap

h
y.  N

o
ticeab

le 
ch

an
g
es in

 elevatio
n
 create a g

reater variety o
f o

p
p
o
rtu

n
ities to

 
exp

erien
ce th

e site b
o
th

 visu
ally an

d
 p

h
ysically.

§ 
U

tilizin
g
 th

e to
p
o
g
rap

h
y o

f th
e site, w

ater system
s co

u
ld

 b
e 

p
erso

n
ifi

ed
 in

 th
e lan

d
scap

e in
 o

rd
er fo

r visito
rs to

 read
 its 

fu
n
ctio

n
 an

d
 its p

u
rp

o
se.

§ 
Lan

d
fo

rm
s co

u
ld

 sh
o
w

 th
e h

isto
rical sh

o
relin

e o
f th

e area alo
n
g
 

w
ith

 th
e creative u

se o
f fi

ll to
 su

it existin
g
 n

eed
s an

d
 d

esires 
su

ch
 as m

arin
a an

d
 b

each
 d

evelo
p
m

en
t.

o
 

C
reate an

d
 en

h
an

ce sto
rylin

es alo
n
g
 ro

u
tes.

§ 
T
ravel 

ro
u
tes 

m
ean

d
er 

th
ro

u
g
h
 
th

e 
site 

in
 
o
rd

er 
to

 
visu

ally 
h
ig

h
lig

h
t vario

u
s site elem

en
ts an

d
 am

en
ities.

§ 
O

th
er p

o
in

ts o
f in

terest su
ch

 as lo
o
ko

u
t p

o
in

ts, p
lazas, g

ard
en

s, 
scu

lp
tu

re, fo
u
n
tain

s, an
d
 sto

re w
in

d
o
w

s ad
d
 to

 th
e sto

rylin
e.



Pro
cess  7
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§ 
Lan

d
fo

rm
 an

d
 d

ep
en

d
en

t system
s co

u
ld

 act as th
e m

ain
 th

em
e 

o
f th

e site b
alan

ced
 b

y cu
ltu

ral featu
res an

d
 in

teractio
n
s.

o
 

C
reate a site id

en
tity.

§ 
A
rch

itectu
ral featu

res sh
o
u
ld

 co
m

p
lim

en
t each

 o
th

er in
 d

esig
n
 

an
d
 m

aterials.
§ 

S
ite 

featu
res 

su
ch

 
as 

sig
n
ag

e, 
b
en

ch
es, 

lig
h
tin

g
 
an

d
, 

trash
 

recep
tacles sh

o
u
ld

 b
e co

n
sisten

t th
ro

u
g
h
o
u
t th

e site.
§ 

Lo
cal 

an
d
 
site 

h
isto

ry 
sh

o
u
ld

 
b
e 

em
p
h
asized

 
in

 
scu

lp
tu

res, 
kio

sks an
d
 o

th
er elem

en
ts.

§ 
Lo

cal artw
o
rk an

d
 m

u
sic sh

o
u
ld

 p
erm

eate th
e site.

§ 
K
eep

in
g
 th

e w
o
rk fo

rce lo
cal h

elp
s create th

e sen
se o

f o
w

n
ersh

ip
 

in
 th

e co
m

m
u
n
ity an

d
 retain

 its h
eritag

e an
d
 cu

rren
t m

ake-u
p
.

§ 
U

sin
g
 

lo
cal 

an
d
 

o
n
-site 

m
aterials 

an
d
 

services 
in

 
th

e 
co

n
stru

ctio
n
 an

d
 m

ain
ten

an
ce p

h
ases o

f d
evelo

p
m

en
t p

ro
vid

es 
an

 o
p
p
o
rtu

n
ity fo

r resid
en

ts to
 take p

rid
e in

 th
eir co

m
m

u
n
ity.

§ 
Pro

vid
e 

m
u
ch

 
n
eed

ed
 
p
u
b
lic 

g
ath

erin
g
 
sp

ace 
fo

r 
co

m
m

u
n
ity 

even
ts an

d
 co

m
m

u
n
ity exp

ressio
n
.

• 
C

re
a
te

 a
 d

y
n

a
m

ic e
n

v
iro

n
m

e
n

t th
a
t co

n
n

e
cts th

e
 co

m
p

le
x
 sy

ste
m

s o
f 

so
cie

ty
 a

n
d

 n
a
tu

re
.

o
 

In
teg

rate n
atu

ral an
d
 cu

ltu
ral system

s.
§ 

R
esid

en
ts an

d
 visito

rs w
ill co

m
e to

 realize th
e im

p
o
rtan

ce o
f th

is 
in

teractio
n
 fo

r o
u
r su

rvival an
d
 th

at o
f n

atu
re an

d
 w

ill ad
d
 to

 th
e 

sites id
en

tity.
§ 

M
ake 

cu
ltu

ral 
an

d
 

so
cial 

system
s 

visib
le 

in
 

o
rd

er 
to

t 
b
e 

in
terp

reted
 an

d
 ap

p
reciated

 b
y resid

en
ts an

d
 visito

rs.

• 
B

e
 tre

a
te

d
 a

s a
 sig

n
ifi

ca
n

t cu
ltu

ra
l w

o
rk

 th
a
t a

d
d

re
sse

s th
e
 ch

a
n

g
in

g
 

re
la

tio
n

sh
ip

 b
e
tw

e
e
n

 so
cie

ty
 a

n
d

 n
a
tu

re
.

o
 

A
llo

w
 th

e site to
 sp

eak fo
r th

e co
m

m
u
n
ity an

d
 its n

eed
s as w

ell as th
e 

p
lace o

f n
atu

re in
 co

n
tem

p
o
rary so

ciety.
§ 

In
teg

rate 
cu

ltu
ral 

an
d
 

en
viro

n
m

en
tal 

relatio
n
sh

ip
s 

th
at 

act 
an

d
 
react 

w
ith

 
each

 
o
th

er 
in

 
sym

b
io

sis 
an

d
 
p
erso

n
ify 

th
ese 

in
teractio

n
s in

 th
e b

u
ilt lan

d
scap

e.

In
 ad

d
itio

n
, th

e co
m

m
u
n
ity h

as o
ffered

 th
e fo

llo
w

in
g
 strateg

ies in
 th

e q
u
ality life p

lan
 

p
ro

d
u
ced

 
as 

p
art 

o
f 

th
e 

LIS
C
’s 

N
ew

 
C
o
m

m
u
n
ities 

In
itiative 

in
 
co

n
ju

n
ctio

n
 
w

ith
 
th

e 
S
o
u
th

east C
h
icag

o
 D

evelo
p
m

en
t C

o
m

m
issio

n
.  T

h
ese strateg

ies are:
• 

P
ro

m
o

te
 e

co
n

o
m

ic d
e
v
e
lo

p
m

e
n

t a
n

d
 o

p
p

o
rtu

n
ity

.
• 

P
re

se
rv

e
, e

x
p

a
n

d
 a

n
d

 im
p

ro
v
e
 a

ffo
rd

a
b

le
 h

o
u

sin
g

.
• 

W
o

rk
 to

 a
ch

ie
v
e
 sa

fe
r n

e
ig

h
b

o
rh

o
o

d
s.

• 
B

e
a
u

tify
 n

e
ig

h
b

o
rh

o
o

d
s w

ith
 b

o
th

 n
e
w

 a
n

d
 im

p
ro

v
e
d

 o
p

e
n

 sp
a
ce

.
• 

S
u

p
p

o
rt a

n
d

 a
d

v
a
n

ce
 h

e
a
lth

y
 a

ctiv
itie

s fo
r y

o
u

th
 a

n
d

 fa
m

ily
.

• 
C

o
o

rd
in

a
te

 p
u

b
lic a

n
d

 p
riv

a
te

 co
m

m
u

n
ity

 im
p

ro
v
e
m

e
n

t a
ctiv

itie
s.

PR
O

G
R
A
M

 
(p

ag
es 0

7
4
-0

7
9
)

T
h
e fo

llo
w

in
g
 p

ro
g
ram

 p
rovid

es a d
etailed

 listin
g
 o

f co
m

m
u
n
ity w

an
ts an

d
 d

esires as w
ell as 

th
o
se p

ro
p
o
sed

 b
y th

e d
esig

n
er.  R

elevan
t q

u
an

tities an
d
 sizes are also

 listed
 in

 th
is m

atrix; 
th

ese w
ere u

sed
 as a g

u
id

e in
 th

e d
evelo

p
m

en
t o

f th
e co

n
cep

ts, sch
em

atic d
esig

n
 an

d
 th

e 
even

tu
al d

esig
n
 p

ro
p
o
sal.

C
O

N
C
E
PT

U
A
L D

E
S
IG

N
 

(p
ag

es 0
8
0
-0

8
7
)

U
sin

g
 th

e w
o
rk co

m
p
iled

 in
 th

e m
ap

p
in

g
s an

d
 p

ro
g
ram

m
in

g
 sectio

n
s o

f th
is p

ro
ject, th

is 
sectio

n
 b

u
ild

s u
p
o
n
 th

is w
o
rk in

 o
rd

er to
 d

eterm
in

e co
n
cep

ts fo
r th

e d
evelo

p
m

en
t o

f th
e 

S
o
u
th

 W
o
rks p

ro
ject area.  T

h
e m

ajo
r g

o
al o

f th
is w

o
rk is to

 d
eterm

in
e a u

sefu
l an

d
 

ap
p
ro

p
riate fram

ew
o
rk fo

r lan
d
 u

se an
d
 circu

latio
n
 w

ith
in

 th
e n

ew
 d

evelo
p
m

en
t as w

ell as 
ap

p
ro

p
riate lo

catio
n
s fo

r th
e d

esired
 co

m
m

u
n
ity am

en
ities.

S
C
H

E
M

A
T
IC

 D
E
S
IG

N
 

(p
ag

e 0
8
8
-0

8
9
)

T
h
is w

o
rk in

co
rp

o
rates th

e su
ccesses u

n
earth

ed
 in

 th
e co

n
cep

tu
al d

esig
n
 p

h
ase o

f th
e 

d
esig

n
 p

ro
cess.  Lan

d
 u

se areas an
d
 am

en
ities h

ave b
een

 cem
en

ted
 as w

ell as circu
latio

n
 

typ
es an

d
 lo

catio
n
s to

 b
rin

g
 th

e n
ew

 d
evelo

p
m

en
t u

p
 to

 a fu
n
ctio

n
al co

n
d
itio

n
 relatin

g
 to

 
th

e realities o
n
e w

o
u
ld

 n
eed

 to
 live an

d
 w

o
rk in

 th
is n

ew
 co

m
m

u
n
ity.



DESIGN SYSTEM DESIGN ITEM SECONDARY ITEM TERTIARY ITEM QUANTITY 
1

NOTES

RESIDENTIAL

Single Family 2,500 S.F. 
minimum

Parking 2 spaces/
unit

Maximum for on or off street parking

Duplex 1,250 S.F. 
minimum

Parking 2 spaces/
unit

Maximum for on or off street parking

Town Home 1,250 S.F. 
minimum

Parking 1 space/unit Maximum for on or off street parking

Multi-Unit 1,250 S.F. 
minimum

Parking 1 space/unit Maximum for on or off street parking

COMMERCIAL

Regional 40,000 S.F. Located on a major corridor

Parking 2 spaces/
1,000 S.F.

Neighborhood 3,500 S.F. Space on lower floors with residential/
office above.

Parking 1.5 spaces/
1,000 S.F.

OFFICE/INDUSTRIAL

Office No 
minimum/
maximum

Focus development in mixed use areas

Parking 2 spaces/
1,000 S.F.

Manufacturing 40,000 S.F.

Parking 1.5 spces/
1,000 S.F.

Distribution 40,000 S.F.

Parking 1.5 spaces/
1,000 S.F.

PUBLIC SPACE

Major Public Plaza

Ore Walls Retain as necessary, could be used for 
public expression (murals, etc.)

Promenade 10-15’ wide Should provide access to water

South Works 
Memorial

Parking 10 spaces/
1,000 S.F.

Industrial Heritage 
Museum

40,000 S.F.

Green Technology 
Training Center

Green Technology 
Showcase

Green Industry 
Demonstration 
Project

Green Business 
Incubators

GreenTechnology 
Research Center

Parking 2 spaces/
1,000 S.F.

Maritime Museum

Marina 250-500 
mooring 
spots

Current requests are for 1,000 new 
mooring spots, to be expandable

Primary Decking 8-10’ wide

Parking 2 spaces/
1,000 S.F.
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DESIGN SYSTEM DESIGN ITEM SECONDARY ITEM TERTIARY ITEM QUANTITY 
1

NOTES

RESIDENTIAL

Single Family 2,500 S.F. 
minimum

Parking 2 spaces/
unit

Maximum for on or off street parking

Duplex 1,250 S.F. 
minimum

Parking 2 spaces/
unit

Maximum for on or off street parking

Town Home 1,250 S.F. 
minimum

Parking 1 space/unit Maximum for on or off street parking

Multi-Unit 1,250 S.F. 
minimum

Parking 1 space/unit Maximum for on or off street parking

COMMERCIAL

Regional 40,000 S.F. Located on a major corridor

Parking 2 spaces/
1,000 S.F.

Neighborhood 3,500 S.F. Space on lower floors with residential/
office above.

Parking 1.5 spaces/
1,000 S.F.

OFFICE/INDUSTRIAL

Office No 
minimum/
maximum

Focus development in mixed use areas

Parking 2 spaces/
1,000 S.F.

Manufacturing 40,000 S.F.

Parking 1.5 spces/
1,000 S.F.

Distribution 40,000 S.F.

Parking 1.5 spaces/
1,000 S.F.

PUBLIC SPACE

Major Public Plaza

Ore Walls Retain as necessary, could be used for 
public expression (murals, etc.)

Promenade 10-15’ wide Should provide access to water

South Works 
Memorial

Parking 10 spaces/
1,000 S.F.

Industrial Heritage 
Museum

40,000 S.F.

Green Technology 
Training Center

Green Technology 
Showcase

Green Industry 
Demonstration 
Project

Green Business 
Incubators

GreenTechnology 
Research Center

Parking 2 spaces/
1,000 S.F.

Maritime Museum

Marina 250-500 
mooring 
spots

Current requests are for 1,000 new 
mooring spots, to be expandable

Primary Decking 8-10’ wide

Parking 2 spaces/
1,000 S.F.
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OPEN SPACE

Recreation Areas

Active

Sports Fields/Activity 
Areas

To supplement existing community 
assets

Baseball/
Softball

2-3 acres/
field

4 fields

Basketball .1 acres/
court

8 courts Ore Walls

Football/
Soccer

1.3-2 acres/
field

2 fields

Tennis .06 acres/
court

8 courts Ore Walls

Volleyball .05 acres/
court

4 courts Ore Walls

.05-.1 acres 1/50 
dwelling 
units

Skate Park 10,000 S.F. 1 park Ore Walls

Sledding 
Hill

20-30’ 
elevation

1 hill

Climbing 
Wall

Ore Walls

Canoe/
Kayak Dock

1 dock North Slip

Fishing Pier North Slip/Marina

Trails 6-8’

Passive

Neighborhood Parks

Picnic Areas 1 table/10 
dwelling 
units

Promenade 8-10’ wide

Beach 10 S.F./
dwelling unit

Overlook minimum of 
5,000 S.F.

Amphitheater

Parking 1.5 spaces/
1,000 S.F.

REGENERATIVE 
ELEMENTS

Resource Production 
Areas

Food .25 acres/
dwelling unit

Commercial 
Greenhouses

Located on top of Industrial Buildings

Roof Gardens

Energy .25 acres/
dwelling unit

Commercial 
Greenhouses

Located on top of Industrial Buildings

Materials No 
minimum/
maximum

Commercial 
Greenhouses

Located on top of Industrial Buildings

Water Cleansing 
and Storage Areas

Interactive Water 
Processing Feature

5-10 acres To except storm water from plaza and 
surrounding area

Constructed Wetland

Water Fountain(s)

Landform 
Manipulation

Roof Gardens No 
minimum/
maximum

Bioswales/Sand 
Filters

No 
minimum/
maximum

Terraces No 
minimum/
maximum



DESIGN PROGRAM
matrix

OPEN SPACE

Recreation Areas

Active

Sports Fields/Activity 
Areas

To supplement existing community 
assets

Baseball/
Softball

2-3 acres/
field

4 fields

Basketball .1 acres/
court

8 courts Ore Walls

Football/
Soccer

1.3-2 acres/
field

2 fields

Tennis .06 acres/
court

8 courts Ore Walls

Volleyball .05 acres/
court

4 courts Ore Walls

.05-.1 acres 1/50 
dwelling 
units

Skate Park 10,000 S.F. 1 park Ore Walls

Sledding 
Hill

20-30’ 
elevation

1 hill

Climbing 
Wall

Ore Walls

Canoe/
Kayak Dock

1 dock North Slip

Fishing Pier North Slip/Marina

Trails 6-8’

Passive

Neighborhood Parks

Picnic Areas 1 table/10 
dwelling 
units

Promenade 8-10’ wide

Beach 10 S.F./
dwelling unit

Overlook minimum of 
5,000 S.F.

Amphitheater

Parking 1.5 spaces/
1,000 S.F.

REGENERATIVE 
ELEMENTS

Resource Production 
Areas

Food .25 acres/
dwelling unit

Commercial 
Greenhouses

Located on top of Industrial Buildings

Roof Gardens

Energy .25 acres/
dwelling unit

Commercial 
Greenhouses

Located on top of Industrial Buildings

Materials No 
minimum/
maximum

Commercial 
Greenhouses

Located on top of Industrial Buildings

Water Cleansing 
and Storage Areas

Interactive Water 
Processing Feature

5-10 acres To except storm water from plaza and 
surrounding area

Constructed Wetland

Water Fountain(s)

Landform 
Manipulation

Roof Gardens No 
minimum/
maximum

Bioswales/Sand 
Filters

No 
minimum/
maximum

Terraces No 
minimum/
maximum
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Restored Natural 
Areas

60 acres

Marsh minimum of 
20 acres

Boardwalk Wooden pylons and decking

Oak Savannah minimum of 
20 acres

Trails Compacted stone or bark chips

Nesting Island Off limits to human use

Interpretation Signage containing plant and animal 
descriptions

CIRCULATION

Arterial Roads 40-50’ wide 6-10’ 
median

Collector Roads 30’ wide 4-6’ 
median

Alley 8-10’ wide

Pedestrian/Bike 
System

6-8’ wide

Path/Sidewalk 4-5’ wide

Parking 1 space/
1,000 S.F.

For buildings not covered above

Bicycle Parking 1 space/auto 
space



DESIGN PROGRAM
matrix

Restored Natural 
Areas

60 acres

Marsh minimum of 
20 acres

Boardwalk Wooden pylons and decking

Oak Savannah minimum of 
20 acres

Trails Compacted stone or bark chips

Nesting Island Off limits to human use

Interpretation Signage containing plant and animal 
descriptions

CIRCULATION

Arterial Roads 40-50’ wide 6-10’ 
median

Collector Roads 30’ wide 4-6’ 
median

Alley 8-10’ wide

Pedestrian/Bike 
System

6-8’ wide

Path/Sidewalk 4-5’ wide

Parking 1 space/
1,000 S.F.

For buildings not covered above

Bicycle Parking 1 space/auto 
space
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n.t.s.

1.

2.

2.

3.

4.

8.

9.

6.

5.

7.

4.

key
Circulation
Street Hierarchy

Electric Rail Service   
Extension

Industrial Rail Service

Ferry Service

Trail System

Land Use
Residential Development

Commercial/Mixed Use

Industrial Development

Lake front Park

Recreational Areas 

Amenities
1. Neighborhood Core
 Major Public Plaza
 Promenade

2. Neighborhood Parks

3. Natural Areas

4. Water Cleansing and  
 Storage

5. Industrial Heritage  
 Museum
 Green Technology  
 Training Center

6. Maritime Museum

7. Marina

8. Beach

9. Observatory/  
 Overlook

10. Industrial Port

Strengths
Balanced circulation network 
serving all areas of the develop-
ment

Centralized Neighborhood Core 
with access off of a major street 
corridor

Beach and Overlook take advan-
tage of views to downtown

Large amount of Recreational 
space consuming 100% of the 
ore wall surface area

Electric Rail Service pro-
vides convenient service to 
Commercial/Mixed Use, Indus-
trial and Recreational areas

Some Residential options along 
the north slip

Two potential access points for 
Ferry Service

Weaknesses
Residential Space is not maxi-
mized

Recreational Space dominates 
the central core

No public  access on the south-
ern side

Amenities are concentrated along 
eastern shore

79th street

83rd street



10.

key
Circulation
Street Hierarchy

Electric Rail Service   
Extension

Industrial Rail Service

Ferry Service

Trail System

Land Use
Residential Development

Commercial/Mixed Use

Industrial Development

Lake front Park

Recreational Areas 

Amenities
1. Neighborhood Core
 Major Public Plaza
 Promenade

2. Neighborhood Parks

3. Natural Areas

4. Water Cleansing and  
 Storage

5. Industrial Heritage  
 Museum
 Green Technology  
 Training Center

6. Maritime Museum

7. Marina

8. Beach

9. Observatory/  
 Overlook

10. Industrial Port

Strengths
Balanced circulation network 
serving all areas of the develop-
ment

Centralized Neighborhood Core 
with access off of a major street 
corridor

Beach and Overlook take advan-
tage of views to downtown

Large amount of Recreational 
space consuming 100% of the 
ore wall surface area

Electric Rail Service pro-
vides convenient service to 
Commercial/Mixed Use, Indus-
trial and Recreational areas

Some Residential options along 
the north slip

Two potential access points for 
Ferry Service

Weaknesses
Residential Space is not maxi-
mized

Recreational Space dominates 
the central core

No public  access on the south-
ern side

Amenities are concentrated along 
eastern shore

87th street

89th street

CONCEPTS
development scenario 1
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n.t.s.n.t.s.

key
Circulation
Street Hierarchy

Electric Rail Service   
Extension

Industrial Rail Service

Ferry Service

Trail System

Land Use
Residential Development

Commercial/Mixed Use

Industrial Development

Lake front Park

Recreational Areas 

Amenities
1. Neighborhood Core
 Major Public Plaza
 Promenade

2. Neighborhood Parks

3. Natural Areas

4. Water Cleansing and  
 Storage

5. Industrial Heritage  
 Museum
 Green Technology  
 Training Center

6. Maritime Museum

7. Marina

8. Beach

9. Observatory/  
 Overlook

10. Industrial Port

Strengths
Neighborhood Core is centrally 
located in the community and 
the neighborhood with access off 
of a major street corridor

Recreational Areas and Lake 
front Park provide 100% access 
to the 

The majority of Amenities take 
advantage of downtown views

Circulation is balanced through-
out the development area

Two potential access points for 
Ferry Service

Weaknesses
Industrial areas are minimized

No Residential options along the 
north slip

Recreational Areas might be over 
represented and not directly ac-
cessible by residential areas

Amenities might be too concen-
trated

2.

3.

4.

8.

9.

6.

5.

7.

1.

79th street

83rd street



key
Circulation
Street Hierarchy

Electric Rail Service   
Extension

Industrial Rail Service

Ferry Service

Trail System

Land Use
Residential Development

Commercial/Mixed Use

Industrial Development

Lake front Park

Recreational Areas 

Amenities
1. Neighborhood Core
 Major Public Plaza
 Promenade

2. Neighborhood Parks

3. Natural Areas

4. Water Cleansing and  
 Storage

5. Industrial Heritage  
 Museum
 Green Technology  
 Training Center

6. Maritime Museum

7. Marina

8. Beach

9. Observatory/  
 Overlook

10. Industrial Port

Strengths
Neighborhood Core is centrally 
located in the community and 
the neighborhood with access off 
of a major street corridor

Recreational Areas and Lake 
front Park provide 100% access 
to the 

The majority of Amenities take 
advantage of downtown views

Circulation is balanced through-
out the development area

Two potential access points for 
Ferry Service

Weaknesses
Industrial areas are minimized

No Residential options along the 
north slip

Recreational Areas might be over 
represented and not directly ac-
cessible by residential areas

Amenities might be too concen-
trated

10.

4.

87th street

89th street

CONCEPTS
development scenario 2
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n.t.s.n.t.s.

key
Circulation
Street Hierarchy

Electric Rail Service   
Extension

Industrial Rail Service

Ferry Service

Trail System

Land Use
Residential Development

Commercial/Mixed Use

Industrial Development

Lake front Park

Recreational Areas 

Amenities
1. Neighborhood Core
 Major Public Plaza
 Promenade

2. Neighborhood Parks

3. Natural Areas

4. Water Cleansing and  
 Storage

5. Industrial Heritage  
 Museum
 Green Technology  
 Training Center

6. Maritime Museum

7. Marina

8. Beach

9. Observatory/  
 Overlook

10. Industrial Port

Strengths
Maximizes Residential and Indus-
trial areas

Amenities are more evenly dis-
tributed along 

Recreational Areas provide direct 
access from residential areas

Residential areas along the north 
slip are maximized

Weaknesses
Neighborhood Core is not easily 
accessible by the existing com-
munity

Minimizes Recreational areas

Minimizes Lake front Park space 
and no access to southern  is 
provided

Location of the Maritime Museum 
on the south slip will limit visitors

Two beaches might be excessive, 
would bring area beaches to a 
total of three

Circulation is weighted to the 
eastern portion of the develop-
ment

Would create only one access 
point for Ferry Service

Distribution of Amenities could 
limit the use of excess fill to 
increase buildable areas

3.

8.

9.

5.

7.

1.

4.
8.

79th street

83rd street



key
Circulation
Street Hierarchy

Electric Rail Service   
Extension

Industrial Rail Service

Ferry Service

Trail System

Land Use
Residential Development

Commercial/Mixed Use

Industrial Development

Lake front Park

Recreational Areas 

Amenities
1. Neighborhood Core
 Major Public Plaza
 Promenade

2. Neighborhood Parks

3. Natural Areas

4. Water Cleansing and  
 Storage

5. Industrial Heritage  
 Museum
 Green Technology  
 Training Center

6. Maritime Museum

7. Marina

8. Beach

9. Observatory/  
 Overlook

10. Industrial Port

Strengths
Maximizes Residential and Indus-
trial areas

Amenities are more evenly dis-
tributed along 

Recreational Areas provide direct 
access from residential areas

Residential areas along the north 
slip are maximized

Weaknesses
Neighborhood Core is not easily 
accessible by the existing com-
munity

Minimizes Recreational areas

Minimizes Lake front Park space 
and no access to southern  is 
provided

Location of the Maritime Museum 
on the south slip will limit visitors

Two beaches might be excessive, 
would bring area beaches to a 
total of three

Circulation is weighted to the 
eastern portion of the develop-
ment

Would create only one access 
point for Ferry Service

Distribution of Amenities could 
limit the use of excess fill to 
increase buildable areas

6.

10.
4.

87th street

89th street

CONCEPTS
development scenario 3

Process  85



n.t.s.n.t.s.

key
Circulation
Street Hierarchy

Electric Rail Service   
Extension

Industrial Rail Service

Ferry Service

Trail System

Land Use
Residential Development

Commercial/Mixed Use

Industrial Development

Lake front Park

Recreational Areas 

Amenities
1. Neighborhood Core
 Major Public Plaza
 Promenade

2. Neighborhood Parks

3. Natural Areas

4. Water Cleansing and  
 Storage

5. Industrial Heritage  
 Museum
 Green Technology  
 Training Center

6. Maritime Museum

7. Marina

8. Beach

9. Observatory/  
 Overlook

10. Industrial Port

Strengths
Balanced circulation system

Strong centralized Neighbor-
hood Core bridging the north and 
south sections of the property

Lake front Parkland is extended 
into the site with easy access 
from the Neighborhood Core

Museums are centrally located 
creating a campus type feel

Maximizes Industrial Develop-
ment

Maximizes Residential Develop-
ment

Weaknesses
No Lake front Park area on south 
side

Minimizes Recreational Areas

Two beaches might be excessive, 
would bring area beaches to a 
total of three

Would create only one access 
point for Ferry Service

Distribution of Amenities could 
limit the use of excess fill to 
increase buildable areas

3.

8.

9.

6.

5.

7.

1.

4.
8.

79th street

83rd street



key
Circulation
Street Hierarchy

Electric Rail Service   
Extension

Industrial Rail Service

Ferry Service

Trail System

Land Use
Residential Development

Commercial/Mixed Use

Industrial Development

Lake front Park

Recreational Areas 

Amenities
1. Neighborhood Core
 Major Public Plaza
 Promenade

2. Neighborhood Parks

3. Natural Areas

4. Water Cleansing and  
 Storage

5. Industrial Heritage  
 Museum
 Green Technology  
 Training Center

6. Maritime Museum

7. Marina

8. Beach

9. Observatory/  
 Overlook

10. Industrial Port

Strengths
Balanced circulation system

Strong centralized Neighbor-
hood Core bridging the north and 
south sections of the property

Lake front Parkland is extended 
into the site with easy access 
from the Neighborhood Core

Museums are centrally located 
creating a campus type feel

Maximizes Industrial Develop-
ment

Maximizes Residential Develop-
ment

Weaknesses
No Lake front Park area on south 
side

Minimizes Recreational Areas

Two beaches might be excessive, 
would bring area beaches to a 
total of three

Would create only one access 
point for Ferry Service

Distribution of Amenities could 
limit the use of excess fill to 
increase buildable areas

10.
4.

87th street

89th street

CONCEPTS
development scenario 4
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n.t.s.n.t.s.

6.

5.

1.

8.79th street

83rd street

3.

4.

9.

7.

8.

key
Circulation
Street Hierarchy

Electric Rail Service   
Extension

Industrial Rail Service

Ferry Service

Trail System

Transit Stop

Land Use
Residential Development

Commercial/Mixed Use

Industrial Development

Lake Front Park

Recreational Areas 

Amenities
1. Neighborhood Core
 Major Public Plaza
 Promenade

2. Neighborhood Parks

3. Natural Areas
 Marsh
 Oak Savannah

4. Water Cleansing and  
 Storage

5. Industrial Heritage  
 Museum
 Green Technology  
 Center

6. Maritime Museum

7. Marina

8. Beach

9. Observatory/  
 Overlook

10. Industrial Port

4.



10.

4.

87th street

89th street

key
Circulation
Street Hierarchy

Electric Rail Service   
Extension

Industrial Rail Service

Ferry Service

Trail System

Transit Stop

Land Use
Residential Development

Commercial/Mixed Use

Industrial Development

Lake Front Park

Recreational Areas 

Amenities
1. Neighborhood Core
 Major Public Plaza
 Promenade

2. Neighborhood Parks

3. Natural Areas
 Marsh
 Oak Savannah

4. Water Cleansing and  
 Storage

5. Industrial Heritage  
 Museum
 Green Technology  
 Center

6. Maritime Museum

7. Marina

8. Beach

9. Observatory/  
 Overlook

10. Industrial Port

4.

SCHEMATIC DESIGN
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n.t.s.n.t.s.

6.
1.

8.

3.

4.

9.

7.

8.

4.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

OPEN SPACE ARMATURES

Storm Water Processing System
1. Marshland Park
2. Dune Streams
3. Water Processing Terraces

Public Recreation and Gathering Spaces
4. North Slip
5. Ore Walls
6. Lake Shore

WATER FLOW

Surface water is directed along major street corridors that also provide temporary storage in the likelihood of a 
major storm event where porous underground trenches slowly leach the water to 4 individual wetland terrace 
systems.  

Two of these systems are located at appropriate locations on either side of the north slip, effectively creating 
two primary surface watersheds that will evenly distribute the water load.

The trenches also supply street trees and other planting areas where the plant material accumulates water, 
stores and uses it for their own function then releases excess water into the air through their own respiratory 
process. 



DESIGN PROPOSAL
(Framework)

5.

10.

4.

4.

5.

6.
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OPEN SPACE ARMATURES

Storm Water Processing System
1. Marshland Park
2. Dune Streams
3. Water Processing Terraces

Public Recreation and Gathering Spaces
4. North Slip
5. Ore Walls
6. Lake Shore

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

PERMEATE
   THE EDGE. . .

water flow

revelatory dunes

6’ 12’
turning

14’ 14’ 6’ 10’ 24’
wetland filter

trench system/dune stream water source

SECTION B

Sited along the newly rerouted 
route 41 and along the pre-
settlement historic shoreline of 
South Chicago, Marshland Park 
acts as an open space inviting 
people into the new development 
zone as well as providing much 
needed open space to the people 
of South Chicago.  Benefits also 
stem from the flow of pedestri-
ans from north of the project 
area along the lakefront into 
this open space corridor, provid-
ing a much needed connection 
between South Chacago and the 
lake front communities to the 
north.  The revelatory dunes not 
only represent the historic dune 
landscape of the area, but serve 
as reminders to the disparity of 
grade and access caused by the 
presence of the steel industry 
along the South Chicago lake 
front.  Water is also a key ame-
nity in this space.  Plant com-
munities act to clean the surface 
water from the community to 
the west within the wetland 
filters, the water is then stored 
and then distributed to the next 
open space element, the dune 
streams.



DESIGN PROPOSAL
(Framework)

24’
prairie scrub

8’
trail

24’
wetland filter

10’
retention basin

revelatory dune

water flow

trench system/storm water storage

SECTION A

PLAN

Sited along the newly rerouted 
route 41 and along the pre-
settlement historic shoreline of 
South Chicago, Marshland Park 
acts as an open space inviting 
people into the new development 
zone as well as providing much 
needed open space to the people 
of South Chicago.  Benefits also 
stem from the flow of pedestri-
ans from north of the project 
area along the lakefront into 
this open space corridor, provid-
ing a much needed connection 
between South Chacago and the 
lake front communities to the 
north.  The revelatory dunes not 
only represent the historic dune 
landscape of the area, but serve 
as reminders to the disparity of 
grade and access caused by the 
presence of the steel industry 
along the South Chicago lake 
front.  Water is also a key ame-
nity in this space.  Plant com-
munities act to clean the surface 
water from the community to 
the west within the wetland 
filters, the water is then stored 
and then distributed to the next 
open space element, the dune 
streams.

water flow

revelatory duneA

B
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OPEN SPACE ARMATURES

Storm Water Processing System
1. Marshland Park
2. Dune Streams
3. Water Processing Terraces

Public Recreation and Gathering Spaces
4. North Slip
5. Ore Walls
6. Lake Shore

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.FURNISH
   THE
  PATH. . .

The dune streams accept water 
first treated within the marsh-
land park along with other 
surface water generated on site.  
This water winds through an 
angular path eventually lead-
ing to the lake front acting as 
a throughway for pedestrian 
movement to the lake, creating a 
powerful access corridor that was 
cut off while the steel industry 
dominated the lake front.  Trails 
and boardwalks within this cor-
ridor provide recreation space 
for walking, jogging and other 
activities but also act as paths 
to interact with the stream and 
subsequent plant communities.  
Water again is an important ele-
ment with the stream acting as 
a collection device for surface 
water generated form rooftop 
production areas or green roofs, 
along with hardscaped areas 
within commercial, mixed use 
and residential zones.



DESIGN PROPOSAL
(Framework)

30’
stream corridor

8’
trail

6’ 14’ 14’

roof top production/green roof

water flow

SECTION: north to south

The dune streams accept water 
first treated within the marsh-
land park along with other 
surface water generated on site.  
This water winds through an 
angular path eventually lead-
ing to the lake front acting as 
a throughway for pedestrian 
movement to the lake, creating a 
powerful access corridor that was 
cut off while the steel industry 
dominated the lake front.  Trails 
and boardwalks within this cor-
ridor provide recreation space 
for walking, jogging and other 
activities but also act as paths 
to interact with the stream and 
subsequent plant communities.  
Water again is an important ele-
ment with the stream acting as 
a collection device for surface 
water generated form rooftop 
production areas or green roofs, 
along with hardscaped areas 
within commercial, mixed use 
and residential zones.
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OPEN SPACE ARMATURES

Storm Water Processing System
1. Marshland Park
2. Dune Streams
3. Water Processing Terraces

Public Recreation and Gathering Spaces
4. North Slip
5. Ore Walls
6. Lake Shore

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

CELEBRATE
   THE LAKE. . .

water flow

dock

ramp

remediation terraces

water retention

trails

PLAN

These water terraces act as the 
last phase in the storm water 
processing system.  The forms 
of the terraces and subsequent 
amenities like the dock and trails 
signify the power of movement 
toward the lake.  This form also 
helps protect the terrace system 
from degradation from waves 
generated on the lake surface, 
the large mound and dock act as 
a break from these forces.  Wa-
ter generated from the marsh-
land park and dune streams are 
released into a retention area 
where larger sediments are de-
posited.  Water levels determine 
the amount of water sent to the 
remediation terraces where the 
water is filtered and cleansed be-
fore being released into the lake.  
Along this system of terraces are 
trails that allow pedestrians to 
interact and observe the sys-
tem, educating them about the 
purpose of the site as well as the 
processes going on next to them.  
The dock not only shelters the 
terraces form potential wave 
damage but also acts as a transit 
stop for ferrys and other water 
taxis to transport pedestrians 
from downtown to the site as 
well as other points in between.



DESIGN PROPOSAL
(Framework)

water
retention
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SECTION A

SECTION B

These water terraces act as the 
last phase in the storm water 
processing system.  The forms 
of the terraces and subsequent 
amenities like the dock and trails 
signify the power of movement 
toward the lake.  This form also 
helps protect the terrace system 
from degradation from waves 
generated on the lake surface, 
the large mound and dock act as 
a break from these forces.  Wa-
ter generated from the marsh-
land park and dune streams are 
released into a retention area 
where larger sediments are de-
posited.  Water levels determine 
the amount of water sent to the 
remediation terraces where the 
water is filtered and cleansed be-
fore being released into the lake.  
Along this system of terraces are 
trails that allow pedestrians to 
interact and observe the sys-
tem, educating them about the 
purpose of the site as well as the 
processes going on next to them.  
The dock not only shelters the 
terraces form potential wave 
damage but also acts as a transit 
stop for ferrys and other water 
taxis to transport pedestrians 
from downtown to the site as 
well as other points in between.

Process  99



OPEN SPACE ARMATURES

Storm Water Processing System
1. Marshland Park
2. Dune Streams
3. Water Processing Terraces

Public Recreation and Gathering Spaces
4. North Slip
5. Ore Walls
6. Lake Shore

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

The north slip acts as the ma-
jor public gathering space on 
site.  This slip, historically used 
as freight access for the steel 
industry which required large 
shipments of iron ore and coal to 
power its operations, now serves 
as a grand public amenity.  Due 
to the large existing size of the 
slip, nearly 200 feet wide, and 
with the existing slag on site, 
the proposal for this area is to 
extend the land approximately 
25 feet on either side to reduce 
the scale of the slip while creat-
ing additional public open space.  
Primary amenities include large 
promenades for pedestrian cir-
culation on different levels that 
step down towards the water, 
terraces on the north side of the 
slip to be used for playgrounds, 
outdoor eating areas as well 
as other uses, tapered lawn 
areas for picnicking and casual 
sports like frisbee, and finally 
the boardwalk which steps down 
to the water surface allowing 
pedestrians to interact with the 
water.  The north side of the slip 
acts as a more intensive activity 
area considering the proxim-
ity to the majority of residential 
areas on site.  The south side of 
the slip is more casual and more 
intimate in scale to accommo-
date business people from the 
southern industrial areas as well 
as those wanting to escape the 
more intensive uses of the north 
side.



DESIGN PROPOSAL
(Framework)

ELEVATION:

roof top production/green roof

water flow
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The north slip acts as the ma-
jor public gathering space on 
site.  This slip, historically used 
as freight access for the steel 
industry which required large 
shipments of iron ore and coal to 
power its operations, now serves 
as a grand public amenity.  Due 
to the large existing size of the 
slip, nearly 200 feet wide, and 
with the existing slag on site, 
the proposal for this area is to 
extend the land approximately 
25 feet on either side to reduce 
the scale of the slip while creat-
ing additional public open space.  
Primary amenities include large 
promenades for pedestrian cir-
culation on different levels that 
step down towards the water, 
terraces on the north side of the 
slip to be used for playgrounds, 
outdoor eating areas as well 
as other uses, tapered lawn 
areas for picnicking and casual 
sports like frisbee, and finally 
the boardwalk which steps down 
to the water surface allowing 
pedestrians to interact with the 
water.  The north side of the slip 
acts as a more intensive activity 
area considering the proxim-
ity to the majority of residential 
areas on site.  The south side of 
the slip is more casual and more 
intimate in scale to accommo-
date business people from the 
southern industrial areas as well 
as those wanting to escape the 
more intensive uses of the north 
side.

SECTION:140’
north slip
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OPEN SPACE ARMATURES

Storm Water Processing System
1. Marshland Park
2. Dune Streams
3. Water Processing Terraces

Public Recreation and Gathering Spaces
4. North Slip
5. Ore Walls
6. Lake Shore

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

The existing recreational areas 
within South Chicago as well 
as surrounding neighborhoods 
do not begin to provide enough 
quality recreational space and 
activities.  The strategy here is 
to use the existing ore walls, 
once used to store tons of coal 
and iron ore, as armatures for a 
grand recreational corridor that 
will connect the community to 
the lake as well as provide an 
abundance of public recreation 
space.  The ore walls them-
selves can be used for several 
amenities such as climbing walls 
affixed to the existing structure 
as well as provide surface area 
for organized graffiti walls which 
could be used as a form of com-
munity expression and creativity.  
Within the ore walls promenades 
provide large circulation corridors 
as well as space for observation 
for sporting events that could 
include basketball, little league 
fields, volleyball, tennis among 
others who’s court and field size 
would fit within the 170 foot wide 
corridor.  Intensive use trails will 
create a loop just over a half a 
mile long around the outside of 
the ore walls.  These trails can 
be used for intensive activities 
such as biking, roller blading, 
jogging, running and countless 
other activities.  At the center of 
all these amenities will be sited a 
community center that will house 
community meeting areas and 
interior work out rooms among 
many other uses.  Sited near 
the proposed industrial heritage 
museum and technology train-
ing center, these amenities will 
work in tandem to promote the 
community agenda which could 
include a variety of sustainable 
principles.



DESIGN PROPOSAL
(Framework)

SECTION: north to south

SECTION:
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The existing recreational areas 
within South Chicago as well 
as surrounding neighborhoods 
do not begin to provide enough 
quality recreational space and 
activities.  The strategy here is 
to use the existing ore walls, 
once used to store tons of coal 
and iron ore, as armatures for a 
grand recreational corridor that 
will connect the community to 
the lake as well as provide an 
abundance of public recreation 
space.  The ore walls them-
selves can be used for several 
amenities such as climbing walls 
affixed to the existing structure 
as well as provide surface area 
for organized graffiti walls which 
could be used as a form of com-
munity expression and creativity.  
Within the ore walls promenades 
provide large circulation corridors 
as well as space for observation 
for sporting events that could 
include basketball, little league 
fields, volleyball, tennis among 
others who’s court and field size 
would fit within the 170 foot wide 
corridor.  Intensive use trails will 
create a loop just over a half a 
mile long around the outside of 
the ore walls.  These trails can 
be used for intensive activities 
such as biking, roller blading, 
jogging, running and countless 
other activities.  At the center of 
all these amenities will be sited a 
community center that will house 
community meeting areas and 
interior work out rooms among 
many other uses.  Sited near 
the proposed industrial heritage 
museum and technology train-
ing center, these amenities will 
work in tandem to promote the 
community agenda which could 
include a variety of sustainable 
principles.

Process  103



OPEN SPACE ARMATURES

Storm Water Processing System
1. Marshland Park
2. Dune Streams
3. Water Processing Terraces

Public Recreation and Gathering Spaces
4. North Slip
5. Ore Walls
6. Lake Shore

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

The lake shore is the last phase 
of the public recreation and open 
space corridors.  In an effort to 
provide lake front access to all, 
this phase allows for complete 
access along the entire length 
of shore line in South Chicago.  
The supporting drawings in this 
section begin to detail out how 
these areas will work.  This 
proposal suggests a terraced trail 
system that separates inten-
sive and casual uses as well as 
providing opportunities at the 
intersection with streets termi-
nating at the shore for access to 
the waters edge.  The sugges-
tion here is a series of terraced 
wooden boardwalks that allow 
pedestrians contact with the lake 
and wave action.  Small dunes 
will act to separate different 
trails as well as providing a hint 
of historical character to this 
important edge condition.



DESIGN PROPOSAL
(Framework)

SECTION: west to east

ELEVATION: south to north
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The lake shore is the last phase 
of the public recreation and open 
space corridors.  In an effort to 
provide lake front access to all, 
this phase allows for complete 
access along the entire length 
of shore line in South Chicago.  
The supporting drawings in this 
section begin to detail out how 
these areas will work.  This 
proposal suggests a terraced trail 
system that separates inten-
sive and casual uses as well as 
providing opportunities at the 
intersection with streets termi-
nating at the shore for access to 
the waters edge.  The sugges-
tion here is a series of terraced 
wooden boardwalks that allow 
pedestrians contact with the lake 
and wave action.  Small dunes 
will act to separate different 
trails as well as providing a hint 
of historical character to this 
important edge condition.
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BEACHES

COMMUNITY AMENITIES

In addition to the proposals 
stated above, the community 
and its representatives have 
provided specific requests for 
certain amenities.  These ameni-
ties also act in sharp contrast to 
the proposals above in that, un-
like the mechanical and angular 
forms used above, the character 
below suggests a more sensu-
ous landscape, creating a more 
natural and less intense atmo-
sphere.  This change in character 
also helps to create a diversity 
in spaces with the redevelop-
ment of this manufactured site.  
The next three amenities are the 
best examples of this change in 
character as they will be placed 
entirely on new land generated 
from the existing slag on the 
site.

The main southern lake front 
beach, Rainbow Beach, suffers 
from overcrowding.  Thus, there 
exists an opportunity to expand 
beach amenities into the project 
site.  Unlike other beaches in 
Chicago, the site’s beaches will 
be set in a more natural land-
scape, responding to the change 
in character form the rest of the 
site as stated above.



DESIGN PROPOSAL
(Framework)

SKYLINE 
OBSERVATORY

Also responding to this change 
in character from the heart of 
the new development, also ex-
ists this suggestion of a skyline 
observatory.  Within the city of 
Chicago there are limited oppor-
tunities to experience the skyline 
from a natural setting.  This pro-
posal responds to this desire, not 
only to view the skyline, perhaps 
to also include opportunities for 
night sky observations as well as 
a space for outdoor community 
theater in an amazing natural 
setting with grand views towards 
the city.  This amenity could 
also act as another transit point 
where ferrys from downtown or 
other parts of the site can stop 
to pick up or drop off community 
members and visitors.
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Covering the majority of the pro-
posed land expansion of the site 
is a proposed natural area that 
will host native plant communi-
ties such as marsh and oak sa-
vannah.  These communities will 
provide a nearby amenity for the 
immersion in nature.  With trails 
and interpretive areas, these ar-
eas will provide a public amenity 
that is in much demand as well 
as educating visitors about the 
historic character of the site and 
its surroundings while providing 
an extensive habitat for birds 
and other animals.

NATURAL AREAS

COMMUNITY AMENITIES



DESIGN PROPOSAL
(Framework)

HARBOR
AND MARINA

Responding to another demand 
is the suggestion for a rec-
reational harbor and marina.  
There currently exists a huge de-
mand for an increase in Chicago 
area mooring spots (boat parking 
spaces).  Much of the available 
spaces for this type of use have 
already been exploited, this site 
represents the largest available 
location for this amenity.  This 
type of service could also act 
as a catalyst for redevelopment 
within the site as tourists and 
new residents will flock to expe-
rience the site’s unique blend of 
assets.

NATURAL AREAS
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South Chicago currently has 
its own historical society and 
museum yet it’s facilities do not 
currently represent the historical 
power of industry and heritage of 
South Chicago and it’s surround-
ing communities.  The sugges-
tion here is to create a place that 
not only celebrates the areas 
pre-settlement and industrial 
past, but to also provide a place 
to showcase the areas future.  A 
good example of this would be a 
materials and technology training 
center within the museum that 
will not only act as a resource 
for the industrial community 
based on the southern end of the 
site, but additionally to educate 
residents and visitors to the sites 
purpose and the relevant materi-
als and technologies that can 
be implemented on a household 
basis in order to create a more 
sustainable future for us all.

INDUSTRIAL 
HERITAGE 
MUSEUM

COMMUNITY AMENITIES



DESIGN PROPOSAL
(Framework)

MARITIME 
MUSEUM

An aspect of Chicago that usually 
gets overlooked is its maritime 
past.  Chicago was not only a 
gateway to the west for goods 
and services, it also acted as a 
port for these goods before the 
railroads arrived.  Chicago also 
has a vibrant great lakes fishing 
history as well as a wartime mili-
tary record.  Just off the north 
slip past the harbor and marina 
is a proposed maritime museum 
to represent this rich maritime 
past.  From tugboats to battle-
ships, the slip and the museum 
will be home to a variety of ves-
sels as well exhibits to represent 
this history.  This museum will 
also extend the rich heritage 
of museums extending along 
Chicago’s shoreline from Adler 
Planetarium to this new Maritime 
Museum acting as a terminus to 
this museum trail of sorts.
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Separation, Harvesting and Storage (Immediate)
Interim processes that begin to re-shape the site’s foundation and resource base.

• Fill Gathering and Processing
• Landform Creation

Potting and Fertilizing (0-5 years)
Actions to provide a meaningful start to the site’s development which will foster the regenerative nature of the 
site.

• Initial Resource Production
• Bio-solid Treatment for Soil Production
• Site Capping
• Industrial Heritage Museum and Technology Training Center
• Initial Industrial Development

Seeding (5-10 years)
The establishment of major structural armatures that will foster positive and meaningful development of the 
site and its surroundings.

• Storm Water Processing System
• Public Recreation and Gathering Spaces
• Initial Mixed Use and Residential Development

Nursing (5-25 years)
The near-term adaptation of the site’s program and physical make-up in order to respond to changes in the 
social and physical climate.

Networking and Development (Duration)
Coalitions of community and regional groups to help in the short and long-term stewardship of the site and the 
implementation of the community’s stated goals and objectives.

• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
• State of Illinois

o Office of Governor Rod Blagojevich
o Department of Natural Resources
o Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity
o Environmental Protection Agency
o Department of Agriculture
o Waste Management & Research Center

• City of Chicago
o Department of Planning and Development
o Department of the Environment
o Park District

• Southeast Chicago Development Commission
• LISC’s Chicago New Communities Program
• South Chicago Chamber of Commerce
• Southeast Environmental Task Force
• Calumet Area Industrial Commission
• Calumet Ecological Park Association
• Metropolitan Reclamation District
• GreenNet
• NeighborSpace
• Openlands Project 
• Southeast Historical Society and Museum
• South Chicago YMCA
• Bowen High School
• Sullivan Elementary



IMPLEMENTATION

Separation, Harvesting and Storage (Immediate)
Interim processes that begin to re-shape the site’s foundation and resource base.

• Fill Gathering and Processing
• Landform Creation

Potting and Fertilizing (0-5 years)
Actions to provide a meaningful start to the site’s development which will foster the regenerative nature of the 
site.

• Initial Resource Production
• Bio-solid Treatment for Soil Production
• Site Capping
• Industrial Heritage Museum and Technology Training Center
• Initial Industrial Development

Seeding (5-10 years)
The establishment of major structural armatures that will foster positive and meaningful development of the 
site and its surroundings.

• Storm Water Processing System
• Public Recreation and Gathering Spaces
• Initial Mixed Use and Residential Development

Nursing (5-25 years)
The near-term adaptation of the site’s program and physical make-up in order to respond to changes in the 
social and physical climate.

Networking and Development (Duration)
Coalitions of community and regional groups to help in the short and long-term stewardship of the site and the 
implementation of the community’s stated goals and objectives.

• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
• State of Illinois

o Office of Governor Rod Blagojevich
o Department of Natural Resources
o Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity
o Environmental Protection Agency
o Department of Agriculture
o Waste Management & Research Center

• City of Chicago
o Department of Planning and Development
o Department of the Environment
o Park District

• Southeast Chicago Development Commission
• LISC’s Chicago New Communities Program
• South Chicago Chamber of Commerce
• Southeast Environmental Task Force
• Calumet Area Industrial Commission
• Calumet Ecological Park Association
• Metropolitan Reclamation District
• GreenNet
• NeighborSpace
• Openlands Project 
• Southeast Historical Society and Museum
• South Chicago YMCA
• Bowen High School
• Sullivan Elementary

Separation, Harvesting and Storage (Immediate)
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